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Lulworth – A Contrasting UK Locality 
 
Teachers’ Notes: Background information on the Jurassic Coast World 

Heritage Site. 
 
 General information about the Lulworth area. 
 
Useful links: Websites, tourist information, educational facilities. 
 
Where is Lulworth? 
 
Maps:   The Jurassic Coast with ‘Gateway Towns’ 

Outline map of Great Britain 
   South-west regional map 
   Gateway towns on the Jurassic Coast – outline map 
 
 
Lulworth – Our Seaside Village 
This is what local Year 5/6 children think about living here. 

1. Lulworth – living here! 
2. Lulworth – our school! 
3. Lulworth – in the summer! 
4. Lulworth – in the winter! 
5. Lulworth – what I like! 
6. Lulworth – what I don’t like! 

 
Lulworth Viewpoints – People and their seaside village 
These are genuine accounts from local people, who live and/or work in 
Lulworth. 

1. Local business person 
2. Retired person 
3. Farmer 
4. Countryside Ranger 
5. Lulworth born and bred and Auxiliary Coastguard 
6. Lulworth born and bred 
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Lulworth – Jurassic Picture Gallery 
 
What is Lulworth like? 
 

Locations: Lulworth Cove 
  Stair Hole 
  Durdle Door 
  The village of West Lulworth 
  Buildings 
  

Why is Lulworth like this? 
 
 Land-use: 
   Farming and wildlife 
   Army ranges 
 
 Economic Activity: 
   Fishing 
   Tourism 
 
 Environmental issues: 
   Access and footpath erosion 
   Litter  
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Teachers’ Notes 
 
A WORLD CLASS COAST! 
 
The Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site is a world-class educational 
resource.  The coastline at Lulworth forms part of a 95-mile stretch of 
the East Devon and Dorset coastline, which was designated as England’s 
only natural World Heritage Site in December 2001.  World Heritage 
Status was awarded to this narrow strip of coast, lying between the top 
of the cliffs and the low water mark by UNESCO (United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation).  A stone marker was 
unveiled at Lulworth Cove by His Royal Highness, The Prince of Wales, on 
2nd October 2002.   
 
World Heritage Status is very important – it means that our coastline is 
considered as important as such famous sites in the World as The Grand 
Canyon and the Great Barrier Reef – it is ranked alongside these sites as 
one of the natural wonders of the World.  It means that the site must be 
protected, conserved, presented and passed intact to future generations.  
This is a huge responsibility for those involved in managing the coast. 
 
Why is the Jurassic Coast so special? 
The Jurassic Coast is one of the most significant earth science sites in 
the world.  In just 95 miles of coastline are exposed in the cliffs, for all 
to see, are a near-continuous sequence of rocks, telling the story of 
almost 185 million years of the history of the Earth from the Triassic 
rocks of East Devon (250 million years old), through the Jurassic time 
period (200 – 140 million years old) to the Cretaceous rocks in the east 
(65 million years old), when the last of the dinosaurs died out.  The coast 
also boasts many classical coastal features such as the Lulworth Crumple 
and Durdle Door and yields superbly preserved fossil remains.  Many 
major contributions to science have been made along this coast for 
hundreds of years.  Now it provides a famous resource for teaching earth 
sciences – at all levels.   
 
The Jurassic Coast is well served by the towns and villages which act as 
gateways to the Site.  Whether bustling resorts or small rural villages, 
these settlements have a distinct and changing character due to the use 
of local stone for building.  Like all coastal towns and villages, they 
provide an excellent contrast to towns and villages inland but with the 
added difference of being in a World Heritage Site. 
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What is Lulworth like? 

The village of East Lulworth is approximately 2 miles inland from the 
cove and is dominated by The Royal Armour Corps firing ranges. During 
the Second World War, the British Army needed to extend its training 
area.  The land, to the east of Lulworth, was requisitioned and the 
inhabitants of the farms and the nearby village of Tyneham were 
evacuated.  When the villagers left, on the 19th of December 1943, they 
pinned a note to the church door asking for their church and houses to be 
treated kindly.  You can visit Tyneham at weekends and holidays times and 
see the ruined buildings and find out what it was like to live and go to 
schools in this remote village, frozen in time.  There are displays in the 
church and school.  The Army still uses the valley for training.    
 

This little community of thatched cottages surrounds the home of the 
Weld family, who own the Lulworth Estates.  The family came to Lulworth 
in 1641 and are still here today. 

It was a Weld who built the great square castle with a rounded tower at 
each corner.  During the Civil Wars, it was garrisoned for the King but 
seized by Parliamentary forces.  In 1929, Lulworth Castle was swept by 
fire. It has recently been rebuilt and part of it is open to the public. 

Nestling in the valley, which was cut by meltwater flowing down to the sea 
after the last Ice Age, is the village of West Lulworth.  There are many 
historic buildings, including thatched cob cottages and ‘The Dolls House’, 
a tiny Victorian fisherman’s cottage (now a museum).  Quite a lot of the 
houses are second homes or holiday lets, so are empty a lot of the time. 
   
The small village population is augmented by over half a million visitors a 
year.  Just imagine what that is like! 
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Useful Links 
 
The Lulworth Education Programme, taught by experienced field staff, 
offers study topics that are curriculum led and tailored for all ages.  
Field staff time, use of the classroom, toilets and free coach parking are 
available to groups booking in advance.  Sessions are charged on a ‘per 
student’ basis. Supervising adults are welcomed free of charge. 
 
For further information check out the website:  www.Lulworth.com 
 
 
 
Group accommodation and classroom/facility providers in the area: 
 
3-D Education and Adventure, Osmington, provides accommodation and 
courses.  www.3d.co.uk/education 
 
Lulworth Youth Hostel.  E-mail: Lulworth@yha.org.uk 
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Where is Lulworth? 
 
Lulworth Cove is situated about 8 miles east of Weymouth, on the south coast of 
the Isle of Purbeck (not really an island but a peninsula).  

From maps and location information on the Jurassic Coast website and from the 
Jurassic Coast map below, use the outline maps to demonstrate: 
§ The position of the Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site on the south coast 

of England.  
§ The position of the Jurassic Coast, Dorset and East Devon in the South-

west. 
§ The position of the ‘Gateway Towns’. 
§ The location of Lulworth within the Jurassic Coast. 

The Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site 
 
Following discussions on location, the following outline maps can be copied and 
used to mark on the above locations. 
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Outline map of Great Britain 

Where is the Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site? 
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Regional map of the South-west of England 
 
Where are Dorset and East Devon? 
 
Where is the Jurassic Coast? 
 
Where is Lulworth? 
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Key towns and villages on the Jurassic Coast 
 
Where is the Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site? 
 
Where are the ‘Gateway Towns’? 
 
Where is Lulworth? 
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 Here are the views of six Year 5 and 6 pupils (3 boys and 3 girls) 
from the local Middle School, who live in and around Lulworth. 
 

Lulworth – living here! 
“It is nice to live by the sea – we can walk to small beaches like Mupe” 
 
“Our beach is made of pebbles and rocks – I wish it was sand. It is good for catching 
crabs, though” 
 
“Living at Lulworth can be boring in the holidays… there is a youth club but no skate 
park” 
 
“Some of us lived in Germany before we came here.  The Army is at Lulworth.  It is 
very different from Germany.  Some of our friends from Germany are here” 
 

Lulworth – our school! 
“Lulworth and Winfrith First schools (where these children went until Year 4) have 2 
years in each class because there are not many children.  These schools have to share 
things” 
 
“Winfrith First School has a very large playing field” 
 
“At Middle School we go on good trips – to Leeson House (a local field study centre), 
Weymouth and France” 
 
“There is a willow sculpture in the field – we can weave the sticks in” 
 
“We go to school by bus.  Sometimes it is late.  If it snows, we can’t go to school” 
 

Lulworth – in the summer! 
“It can be too hot because it is in a valley” 
 
“There’s lots of ice cream – all different flavours…and lots of wasps – especially 
around the bins” 
 
“The gift shops and the Dolls Museum are open” 
 
“Lots of holiday-makers – the queues are bigger” 
 
“Sometimes coaches park in the wrong place and no-one can get past” 
 
“Lots of dog poo on the beach”  
 

Lulworth – living here! 
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Lulworth – in the winter! 
“It doesn’t snow much but when it does, the hills are good for sledging” 
 
“It is too cold to swim in the sea” 
 
“It is horrible when the sea is rough and the beach stinks of seaweed” 
 
“When the cow troughs freeze, I play with the ice” 
 

Lulworth – what I like! 
“Going to the beach and swimming in the sea in the summer” 
 
“Walking over the hill to different beaches” 
 
“Riding my bike down the hill to the beach to catch crabs” 
 
“Making new friends in the summer but they leave soon” 
 
“Going to events at Lulworth Castle – like the Easter Egg Hunt” 
 
“We can go to the Fossil Forest” 
 
“There are trees to climb and places to make dens” 
 
“We don’t have to pay for the car parks and can go on boat trips free, if they are not full” 
 
“You know everyone” 
 
“Lulworth is meant to be haunted!” 
 

Lulworth – what I don’t like! 
“Sheep – they stink and make a lot of noise.  I don’t like seeing dead lambs” 
 
“Steep hills” 
 
“Adders in the grass – lizards are cool, though” 
 
“It can be dangerous because of the rocks and lots of people have barbeques, which might 
start fires” 
 
“The Army Range is noisy at night when the tanks are firing.  I don’t like soldiers with 
machine guns, guarding the Army Camp” 
 
“The gift shops are very expensive…a rip-off” 
 
“It is such a small place that if you are naughty, everyone knows” 
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Local business person 
Living here is:  Wonderful 
Working here is: Great not having to commute    
What is it like in the Summer?  Usually busy, according to the weather 
but nice in comparison to other larger seaside resorts. 
What is it like in the Winter?  Quiet but no longer dead. 
What do you like about Lulworth?  Just about everything! 
Is there anything you don’t like?  No really. It is a bit quiet at times, but 
that encourages people to use the facilities that are here. 

Retired person 
Living here is:  Delightful during winter and early in the morning and in the 
evenings.  There is a good community with societies to satisfy all opinions 
and tastes. 
What is it like in the Summer?  It gets too crowded with tourists.  There 
are too many cars.  The roads are very crowded – especially a problem in our 
narrow main street.  People leave litter. 
What is it like in the Winter?  Very pleasant – walkers and bird-watchers 
are a nice lot and spring brings artists and photographers for the lovely 
views. 
What do you like about Lulworth?  Beautiful views, clean air and nice 
people (with a few exceptions!).  the presence of the Army is an asset, as 
the east side of the Cove is protected for wildlife.  The army provides 
employment. 
Is there anything you don’t like?  The large car park.  Durdle Door 
caravan site is very prominent from the sea – screening by trees is needed 
on the south side.  The cove area is sometimes very ‘messy’. 

Lulworth Viewpoints – People and their seaside town 
 

What is it like to live in Lulworth? 
 
These are genuine accounts from local people, who live and/or work in 
Lulworth.  We sent a questionnaire to some local people to find out what they 
think about Lulworth. 
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Farmer 
Living here is:  Good – I feel part of a good community.  The countryside 
and coast are magnificent. 
Working here is:  Difficult because of the poor quality of the land.  It is 
satisfying, however, particularly improving the countryside.   
What is it like in the Summer?  Very busy with traffic and walkers, but 
you do not have to go far to enjoy peaceful coast and countryside. 
What is it like in the Winter?  More busy than it used to be, particularly 
on fine weekends.  The climate is pretty mild on the whole. 
What do you like about Lulworth?  It is my home.  The scenery and being 
by the sea. 
Is there anything you don’t like?  Too many people.  Litter and noise.  Too 
many holiday homes. 

Countryside Ranger who works at Lulworth 
Living here is:  I wish I did! 
Working here is:  Very varied and always interesting.  I spend half my 
time doing tours and dealing with educational groups and half on practical 
conservation tasks, such as fencing, footpath and step repairs, feeding 
cows and ponies and working with volunteers.  I do have to spend a little 
time in the office.  It is the perfect balance in a beautiful location.   
What is it like in the Summer?  Very busy and crowded.  It slows the 
work down sometimes and it can be frustrating.  However, when it is hot, a 
cool breeze off the sea is just the thing.  Everything is open, colourful and 
lively around the Cove. 
What is it like in the Winter?  The winter is usually very quiet.  On clear, 
bright days, the views are fantastic and often you have them all to yourself!  
This is the best time for walk the area, I think. 
What do you like about Lulworth?  Primarily the countryside and wildlife.  
Also the coastal scenery is unbeatable. 
Is there anything you don’t like?  Some days in summer are just too 
crowded to move.  This can be very frustrating, if you are trying to get 
somewhere or get on with something.  People who park inconsiderately and 
block the roads for everyone else.  People who leave bags full of litter on 
footpaths and beaches, spoiling it for others. 
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Lulworth born and bred and Auxiliary Coastguard 
Living here is:  The only way I know.  I would not consider moving. Lulworth is my home.   
Working here is:  I have never worked in Lulworth for my main job – I have worked in 
Weymouth, Poole, Hamworthy and Bovington.  Coastguard is different – it is not my main 
job but I have been in the Coastguard for 27 years.  The Coastguard station is 25 metres 
from my house!  Our Auxiliary Team (we all have main jobs) are trained in search and 
rescue on the coast.  We regularly have to rescue people who climb the cliffs.   

Note: Cliffs are dangerous, do not attempt to climb them!! 
What is it like in the Summer?  The area is very busy – the second most visited site in 
Purbeck.  I tend to stay at home and not travel apart from to work – early enough to miss 
most of the traffic.  When we are called out for a Coastguard rescue, it is sometimes 
difficult to get through the traffic. 
What is it like in the Winter?  Lulworth is a lot quieter but if the weather is good and 
the Range Walks (Army Firing Ranges to the east of Lulworth) are open, then the car 
park can be busy.  The main section of the car park can be totally full on New Years Day.  
The Coastguard can be called out all year round, but it tends to be quieter in winter. 
What do you like about Lulworth?  Although Lulworth has grown a lot in my lifetime, it 
has still retained the quaint village appeal. 
Is there anything you don’t like?  Rubbish in the Cove area at weekends – especially 
broken glass.  Noise late at night - cars skidding around the car park late at night and 
noisy people leaving the pubs, not showing any consideration for local residents.  Dust 
from the car park in summer and occasional car crime. 

Lulworth Born and Bred 
Job/Interest: Lulworth born and bred 
Living here is:  Wonderful – fantastic scenery and way of life. 
Working here is: Very pleasant.   
What is it like in the Summer?  Dusty 
What is it like in the Winter?  Quieter 
What do you like about Lulworth?  The scenery and the contrast of the 
seasons. 
Is there anything you don’t like?  High prices for everything. 
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Jurassic Picture Gallery 
 
Use the images from the Jurassic Picture Gallery to demonstrate what 
Lulworth is like. 
 
Locations 
Lulworth Cove was formed approximately 10,000 years ago by the awesome 
powers of a river and the sea.  The Cove is a pebble beach and, by virtue of 
its natural protection, is very sheltered.  Lots of boats anchor here in the 
summer. 

The stone and amphitheatre recognise the award of World Heritage Status.  
It was unveiled by His Royal Highness, The Prince of Wales in October 2002. 

Photo: Lulworth Estate 
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At Stair Hole, just west of the Cove, you can see rock arches and caves and 
the famous ‘Lulworth Crumple’.  See ‘Investigating the Jurassic Coast’  for 
details of how these were formed.  The softer Purbeck, Wealden, Greensand 
and Chalk exposures are eroded as the sea comes through the arches and gaps 
in the hard Portland limestone. 

Photo: Lulworth Estate 
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The World famous limestone arch, Durdle Door, is just west of Lulworth Cove.  
It was formed by the processes of erosion.  See ‘Investigating the Jurassic 
Coast’  for details of how these were formed. 
 

Photo: Lulworth Estate 

You can use the photo to encourage the children to discuss how it was formed 
and to guess what might happen to it in the future.  If you look closely there is 
a fault (crack), diagonally across it.  It will probably eventually break here.   
No-one knows how long it will be there, so their guess is as good as anyone’s! 
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The village of West Lulworth is in the valley, surrounded by chalk hills. 
 

Photo: Lulworth Estate 

This is a Conservation Area, because of the historic buildings and the landscape. 
 
Many of the old thatched cottages were built from ‘cob’.  Did you know that… cob 
walls were made from clay, straw, chalk and…cow manure! 
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A Victorian fisherman’s family lived in the tiny Dolls House – they had 11 children 
– it must have been a squash!  It was built from rendered timber from 
Newfoundland.  Now it is a museum.  
 

Photo: Lulworth Estate 
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Why is Lulworth like this? 
Use the images from the Jurassic Picture Gallery to demonstrate why 
Lulworth Cove is like this. 
 
Land-use 
The chalk downs are mainly grazed by cows and sheep.  Grazing keeps the 
turf short which creates the right conditions for downland plants to thrive.   
 

An experiment, grazing the downs with wild Exmoor ponies, is preventing gorse 
and coarse grasses from dominating.  Exmoor ponies will eat anything, even 
prickly gorse! 
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Wildflowers such as orchids can be found on downs.  Different plants 
provide food for the caterpillars of downland butterflies such as the Adonis 
blue. 
 

Lulworth even has its ‘own’ butterfly, the rare Lulworth Skipper. 

Photos: Lulworth Estate 
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The land to the east of Lulworth Cove has been used by the MOD for tank 
training since the Second World War.  Because of this it is completely 
undeveloped and is like a huge nature reserve.  The walks through the ranges 
are open during most weekends and holiday periods. 
 

Photo: M. Simons, Dorset County Council 
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Lulworth Camp 

Povington Heath Tank Training Range 

Photos:  Sarah Welton 
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Economic activity 
 
In the past, most of the villagers would have earned their living from 
fishing and farming.  Although these activities still go on, nowadays, tourism 
is the most important ‘industry’. 
 

Local fishermen catch crabs and lobsters, using baited pots.   

Divers collect scallops from the seabed. 

Photo: Lulworth Estate 
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Over half a million tourists visit the Cove because of the scenery, the beach, 
water sports and coastal walks.  Also a huge number of educational groups 
visit every year.   
 
Durdle Door beach in summer 

Photo: Lulworth Estate 
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Many local people make their living from tourism. 
 
The Café in the car park at Lulworth Cove 
 

Photo: Lulworth Estate 
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The ice cream van at the clifftop at Durdle Door must be towed away 
each evening, up the steep path.   

Photo: Lulworth Estate 
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Locally caught fish is sold to the tourists. 

Photo: Lulworth Estate 
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Boat trips are run throughout the summer.  The coastal 
scenery is best seen from the sea. 
 

Photo: Lulworth Estate 
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Tourists need somewhere to stay.  There are hotels, guesthouses and bed and 
breakfasts in the villages.  There is a caravan site at Durdle Door.   

Photo: Lulworth Estate 

Use this photo to 
discuss the caravan 
site.  How can the 
Lulworth Estate make 
it less of an eyesore?  
Remember… tourists 
want to stay close to 
the beach and they 
want a sea view.  
Remember… this is in 
a World Heritage 
Site. 
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Tourists want to come by car, so car parking is an issue.  Shrubs have been 
planted to help to screen all the cars.  Can you suggest how can the Lulworth 
Estate can make the car park less of an eyesore? 
 

Photo: Lulworth Estate 
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Tourists can find out more about Lulworth Cove at the Lulworth Heritage 
Centre.   

Photo: Lulworth Estate 

Information signs at the Cove warn visitors about cliff safety. 
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Environmental issues 
 
Lulworth is a great place to walk.  People want to see the Cove and other 
famous coastal features from the best vantage points.  The problem is that 
the paths become eroded by all those feet.   
 

Photo: Lulworth Estate 

It is difficult to ‘manage’ where people walk.  The best way is to make the route 
you want them to take, easier and safer to walk on. 
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Approximately 60% of the visitors to Lulworth Cove walk to Durdle Door.  
It is less than a mile to the west of the Cove but it is over a steep hill. 
You get fantastic views of the Cove from the top of the hill. 
 

The top of Hambury Tout, looking east, back over Lulworth Cove. 

A decision was make to pave the heavily used path over chalk hill, Hambury Tout, 
with rectangular pieces of limestone.  This is called a ‘pitched path’.  Imagine 
the work that was involved…! 

Photo: M. Simons, Dorset County Council 



The Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site 
 

                                                                                                                                              
Sarah Welton 2004 

 

 

 
 
 

 

The steps to the beach at Durdle Door are on soft clay.  They are eroded 
very easily.   They are wide to prevent people from eroding the clay on 
either side. 

Photo: M. Simons, Dorset County Council 
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Much of the litter on the beach comes from ships and fishing boats.  
However, the Great Dorset Beach Clean survey shows that a lot of the 
litter is left there by visitors.  Discuss what we can all do to help. 
 

Photo: Lulworth Estate 


